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RETURN TO RELIGION 


This is the Victory that overcometh 
the world, our faith. — I John 5:4. 


NBELIEVERS scoff at those who turn to God for help in 


im| time of trouble but who forget Him when things go well. 
They fail to see that God is truly a Father and lovingly 
understands if men, like children, run to Him for protection 
when danger threatens. Nor is there any shame in this. On the 
contrary, it is in itself a public testimony of necessary faith in the 
power of God. It is the natural consequence of the insufficiency of 
mankind without God, an acknowledgment of God's unfailing might 
when the foundations of earthly power totter under our feet. 

The religion that we profess, however, is much more than this, 
more than merely a stockade to fence in and protect those who are 
weak and afraid. It is also a stronghold from which those who are 
valiant and strong sally forth armed to meet and overcome danger, 
not to submit to it. This is the kind of religion that made the be- 
ginnings of America great, which endowed it with its glorious heritage 
of universal brotherhood and humanity, and which will now be its 

_ sure defense and guarantee of victory over the forces of evil that seek 
_ to rob us of this cherished heritage. 

To this religion many who trusted only to material science and 
_ reasoning are now returning: They have come to realize that the heart 
_ discerns more immediately than the head, that it “hath reasons that 
reason knoweth not”. Their discovery of the value of religion has 
placed them on a surer foundation and has given them a calm courage 

_ that science and reasoning by themselves could never supply. 
, With the great Luther we can all trustfully proclaim in these troublous 

_ times: “‘A mighty fortress is our God!” 
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@} EDITORIAL NOTES AND COMMENTS }© 


JESUIT ENIGMA 


NLIGHTENING yet somewhat 

enigmatic information concerning 
Jesuit-Vatican cooperation with Nazi- 
fascist plans for domination of Amer- 
ica was contained in dispatches from 
Mexico City, January 11 and 12, by 
Mr. Harold Callender, correspondent 
for the New York Times specially desig- 
nated to report on Catholic activities in 
Latin American countries. 

One dispatch confirms what THE 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC has pointed out 
regarding Spanish Falange-Catholic in- 
fluence in the Philippines. A secret 
agent of Franco, in an open statement 
last September to Mexican officials, is 
reported by Mr. Callender to have said: 
‘‘The Falange is strong in the islands, 
where it influences cultural and com- 
mercial life and where its social auxil- 
iary has done great work and attained 
great influence. The Filipinos appre- 
ciate the chance to throw off the Amer- 
ican yoke.’’ Our article in the Septem- 
ber, 1941, issue of THe CONVERTED 
CatHo.ic entitled ‘‘Jesuit Plot in the 
Philippines’’, substantiates this. 


In another dispatch, Mr. Callender 
quotes Franco’s secret agent to the 
effect: 1) that in Spain and South 
America the Catholic church (not the 
Catholic people) has been in league 
with the Spanish Falange, which works 
closely with the Nazis; 2) that this co- 
operation of Jesuit Catholicism was op- 
portunely engineered by the Fascists 
and Nazis for their own ends, and that 
their ultimate aim is to destroy the 
power of the Catholic church together 
with all religion. In other words, the 
power of the Catholic church is said to 
be used by Fascism merely as a weapon 


against the United States and Britain, 

The second part of the statement by 
Franco’s agent may be discounted as a 
trick to gain anti-clerical support in 
Mexico for the Falangist cause. One 
fact, however, is made plain, namely, 
that the Catholic church has actually 
been cooperating with the Nazi-fascists 
against the Democracies. Whether the 
second part is true, namely, that the 
Nazis and Fascists have merely used 
the Catholic church for their own ends 
and will eventually double-cross the 
Vatican, is beside the question. 

~o 


THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
AND MEDICAL FREEDOM 


HATEVER may be said for or 
against parental choice in mat- 


ters relating to the birth of children, 
no one can honestly justify the methods 
employed by Catholic church authori- 
ties to obstruct the medical profession 
and the will of the majority of the 
people in seeking a sane solution to the 
question. It is nothing that impairs im 
any way the freedom of religion or 
that restricts the teaching of any sect. 
No one has ever sought to force anyone 
by law to practice birth control or t 
prohibit any church or organization 
from condemning the practice. 

The factual article by Mr. Eugene L. 
Belisle in this issue of Taz ConvERTED 
CaTHOLic on the political machinations 
of Catholic church authorities in Mas 
sachusetts in this regard should be care 
fully read and seriously considered. It 
is a challenge to all who value medical 
freedom and who wish to safeguard the 
will of the majority against unwar- 
ranted and underhand political inter 
ference by any church group. 
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It will be noted that a poll in 1936 
proved that 70% of Americans as a 
whole are in favor of legal distribution 
of information on birth control. In 
1940, another public-opinion survey in 
Massachusetts, third strongest Catholic 
State in the Union, showed 64% basi- 
eally in favor of birth control and 82% 
in favor of medical freedom in regard 
to it. Yet, Cardinal O’Connell and his 
Jesuit backers have done everything 
that is reprehensible in politics and 
propaganda to thwart even the consid- 
eration of an Initiative Petition to the 
Legislature and a Referendum of the 
voters of the State with a view to chang- 
ing the statute which forbids even 
doctors to supply birth-prevention in- 
formation in cases where pregnancy is 
a danger to married women. The 
necessity of saner legislation on the 
matter is evident from the fact that 
whereas, under Massachusetts statutes, 
it is illegal to advise methods to pre- 
vent dangerous pregnancy, therapeutic 
abortion in cases of dangerous preg- 
nancy already advanced is legal. 


Only after much time, labor and ex- 
pense, even of suffering and imprison- 
ment, has it been made possible for the 
voters of the Bay State to express their 
will in this matter next November by 
referendum ballot. All that is sought 
is legal permission for physicians to 
give information on contraception and 
to furnish contraceptive supplies to 
married people for health reasons. The 
false plea by Catholic authorities that 
birth control is a religious matter has 
finally been disposed of by Supreme 
Court decision. Fifty percent more 
votes than needed have been obtained 
to put the matter to a referendum vote 
in November 1942. 


EXPEDIENT TURNABOUT 


S A WHOLE the Catholic press 

throughout the country has changed 
overnight from a persistently obstruc- 
tionist, anti-British and _ isolationist 
policy to a modestly patriotic declara- 
tion of support of America’s full par- 
ticipation in the war against the Axis. 
It is our fervent prayer that this is 
not merely a temporary face-saving 
gesture, but a sincere, whole-hearted 
effort to place the Catholic church in 
America 100 percent on the side of 
American democracy. 


As expected, however, Father Cough- 
lin’s vicious mouthpiece, Social Justice 
magazine, remained as adamantly anti- 
British and pro-fascist as before. Its 
December 15 and 22 issues, for instance, 
circulated during the first tragic weeks 


after the Japanese attack on Pearl 
Harbor, mercilessly condemned the 
**sleezy Britishers’’, our ‘‘bungling 
diplomats and politicians’’, ‘‘the Roths- 
childs’, ‘‘the Bank of England’’, as 
the cause of the war in which we are 
now engaged: With obvious anti- 
Semitie intent, it declared that ‘‘the 
pack of usurers who transubstantiated 
a vice into a virtue in the 16th century’’ 
should be liquidated rather than Hit- 
lerism. 


Coughlin and his nefarious ‘Chris- 
tian’ Fronters have received the fullest 
support from the highest Catholic 
ehurch authorities in this country. 
Among Catholics his followers and ad- 
mirers are legion. Yet it would be 
unwise and regarded as curtailment of 
the right of freedom of speech and 
press for the Government to silence 
him and his organ of anti-democratic 
propaganda. But if his ecclesiastic 
superiors fail to take action against 
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him now, then they too must share the 
just resentment of the American public 
against him and what he has so long 
stood for. 

“Or 


PROTESTANT UNITY 


HRISTMAS DAY, Britain’s Prime 
Minister, a Protestant of the 
Church of England, and the President 
of the United States, an Episcopalian, 
worshipped together in perfect unity 
of spirit in the Foundry Methodist 
chureh in this nation’s capital. Here 
was proof of the basic unity, in religion 
and principles of government, among 
the upholders of the Protestant Democ- 
racies. 
It is needless to point out that the 
head of a Catholic country could not in 
conscience join with them. 


oe One 


CATHOLICS AND THE U.S.O. 


UST resentment has been expressed 

at the allocation of sole manage- 
ment to Catholic church authorities 
of a $160,000 recreational building 
at Fayetteville, N. C., by the United 
Service Organizations. The North Caro- 
lina State Convention, at its 111th 
annual sessions at Asheville, went 
formally on record as opposing the 
action as unfair because the majority 
of contributors to the U.S.0. were 
Protestants. The Convention called 
upon the U.S8.0. to reconsider and with- 
draw the allocation ; it pointed out that 
it was a danger to religious freedom 
to give the exclusive management of 
any one building to one denomination. 
This is all the more imperative where 
such exclusive management is allocated 
to Roman Catholic church authorities 
whose religious tenets denounce all 


other beliefs as heretical, all other but 
Catholic education as pagan, and non- 
Catholic recreational standards as dan- 
gerous to morals. 


~Oee 


PUPPET PRIEST-DICTATOR 


ITTLE NOTICE has been given 
of late to Monsignor Joseph Tiso, 
the Roman Catholic priest who is Presi- 
dent and Hitler’s puppet dictator of 
nazified Slovakia. On August 29, last 
year, it was openly proclaimed that the 
governmental system of Slovakia under 
Priest-President Tiso would be ‘‘a com- 
bination of German Nazism and Roman 
Catholicism’’. Obviously, Monsignor 
Tiso thoroughly agrees with that other 
Nazi-Catholic statesman, Franz Von 
Papen, that ‘‘The Third Reich is the 
first country to put into practice the 
high principles of the Papacy’’. 


How faithfully Priest-President Tiso 
is carrying out Hitler’s plans for his 
New Order was made known in the 
German weekly Neue Ordnung as re 
ported from Zurich, Switzerland, on 
December 22, 1941. In an interview, 
priest Tiso declared that Slovakia’ 
anti-Semitic activities were justified 
because of ‘‘love of our own people”. 
He alleged that Jews have always been 
the enemies of the Slovak nation ‘‘ whieh 
they oppressed politically and economie 
ally, and tried to destroy socially”. 
He therefore concluded : ‘‘ All we under 
take against Jews is done from love of 
our own people. Love of neighbor and 
love of country has been developed inte 
a fruitful struggle against the enemies 
of Nazism.”’ 


Such Jesuit reasoning for Catholi¢ 
consumption in Nazi-controlled Europe 
must have been pleasing to all Nase 
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fascist hierarchs there. It is poison to 
all liberty-loving defenders of democ- 
racy. 

~~ 


NATION-WIDE EVANGELISTIC 
CAMPAIGN 


i: fee YEAR, a series of evangelistic 
preaching missions was held in 22 
large cities of the nation, sponsored by 
the Department of Evangelism of the 
Federal Council of Churches. This year, 
during the months of January and 
February, a like enterprise under the 
name of the National Christian Mission 
in cooperation with 2,500 Protestant 
ministers and laymen, is sending more 
than 200 speakers into 50 of the larger 
cities of the nation to preach the gospel 
to overflowing audiences in large 
ehurches and public auditoriums. 


Apart from the valuable spiritual 
uplift resulting from such meetings 
among Protestants of all denominations, 
it is gratifying to note the basic re- 
ligious unity evidenced in practice by 
Protestants on such occasions. Catholics 
may have their Pope of Rome and his 
alleged infallible word as the unifying 
factor of their church ; Protestants have 
a much surer unifying factor in the 
Gospel. which is common to them all 
and which contains the undisputed 
Word of God. 

~oe 


ALMIGHTY MEN 


HROUGHOUT history, ambitious 

men, in imitation of Lucifer’s at- 
tempt to make himself the equal of 
God, have tried to assume sole, almighty 
power over all other men. Today it is 
Adolf Hitler who, as a result of an 
“inner call’’, and mystic ‘‘intuition’’, 
recently proclaimed himself sole mili- 


tary as well as political master of Nazi 
Germany as part of his greater plan 
to make himself master of the whole 
world. 


Nothing like it has been known since 
Pope Leo XIII boldly proclaimed : ‘‘ We 
hold on earth the place of Almighty 
God.”’ 

~Ooe 


ARCHBISHOP ON THE SPOT 


VEN CATHOLICS cannot deny 
that Archbishop Michael J. Cur- 
ley, who rules the twin Archdioceses 
of Baltimore and Washinton, over- 
reached himself in his scathing condem- 
nation of the whole policy of America’s 
war preparations against the Axis when 
he gave his comment to the press on 
Sunday, December 7, after the news 
had reached us of the Japanese attack 
on our outposts in the Pacific. Follow- 
ing is the text of his official statement 
to the Baltimore Sun at 6:35 P.M. on 
that fateful Sunday evening: 


Archbishop Michael J. Curley, asked 
for comment on Japan’s attacks on 
United States bases in the Pacific 
Ocean, said: 


“We might as well have a war in the 
Pacific. We’re out looking for war, 
aren’t we? We’re out looking for war 
in the Atlantic, so why not in the Pa- 
cific? In fact, we’ve got a war in the 
Atlantic. We've had one there ever 
since the order to shoot on sight went 
out. 


“We're not satisfied. We’re looking 
for war, so I see no reason why we 
should not have a war in the Pacific, 
on all the seven seas and everywhere.” 

Asked whether he wished this com- 
ment to be published, the Archbishop 
said: “Yes, go ahead, but I’m afraid 


you won’t be able to keep the humor 
of it in the writing.” 


Later, he endeavored to cover up his 
venomous attack by a lengthy state 
ment to the effect that he was not fully 
aware at the time that actual hostilities 
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had broken out, and which belatedly 
and expediently pledged the support of 
the Catholies of his two Archdioceses 
for America’s war. 


The incident is a matter of public 
record; his statement and the facts con- 
nected with it speak for themselves. 


~~ 


OUR ONLY SAVIOUR 


By T. C. MaRsSHALL 


 Dadaccxerers ean read in their ap- 
proved Bible (Matt. 1:21) the fol- 
lowing: ‘‘Thou shalt call his name 
Jesus, for he shall save his people from 
their sins.’’ 


This salvation from sin is the great- 
est and the freest gift in the world, for 
the simple reason that sin is the cause 
of all misery, disease and sorrow that 
afflicts mankind. 


But Jesus Christ alone can save from 
the guilt and power of sin. Human ef- 
forts, such as education, catechetical 
and moral instruction, ecclesiastical 
discipline, rites and ceremonies, if 
properly understood and employed, 
may help but only in a very secondary 
sense. But no amount of these in them- 
selves can actually save from sin. Salva- 
tion is solely the work of Jesus Christ. 


When the late well-known newspaper 
columnist Heywood Broun sensed the 
approach of death, he realized that he 
was not prepared to meet God and 
sought advice from Monsignor Fulton 
J. Sheen. The latter afterwards boast- 
ed that it took only ninety hours of 
‘*instruction’’ in the teachings of the 
Roman Catholic church to convert Mr. 
Broun and prepare him for death. But 
it would not have taken ninety minutes 
for any ordinary evangelical preacher 
or Salvation Army officer to have 
shown him what true repentance means 


and how true forgiveness of sin is ob- 
tained by direct, personal approach to 
Jesus Christ. Monsignor Sheen put 
Heywood Broun right with the Cath- 
olic church; an evangelical minister 
would have put him right with God. 
His sins would not merely have been 
forgiven, but he*would also have been” 
completely delivered from the power 
of sin forever; he would have received 
enduring peace of mind and the certain 
knowledge that he was completely 
saved and ready to meet God at any 
time. He would have truly understood 
what Christ said in John 14:2, 3: ‘‘T 
go to prepare a place for you... 
where I am, you also may be.”’ 
amount of instruction in the beliefs, 
rites, ceremonies and laws of the 
church of Rome could have given him 
that assurance. ‘ 


For more than 58 years I have 
proved by experience under a variety 
of widely different circumstances, the 
power of Jesus Christ to save from sin; 
never once has he failed to keep his 
promise to be with me, and his presence 
has been more than sufficient for the 
needs of the hour. Any and every one 
ean experience this by lifting his heart 
wherever he may be to the Blessed Sav- 
iour of all men. 


All those in sorrow and distress if 
these tragic times would do well to 
keep in mind a phrase coined by the 
Rev. James A. O’Connor, converted 
priest and founder of Christ’s Mission: 
*‘The seeking Saviour can always be 
found by a seeking simner.’’ 


s * 8 


(Mr. T. C. Marshall, still vigorous and 
helpful at the age of 84, was a co-work- 
er with Father. O’Connor at Christ’ 
Mission and edited Tue ConvERTmD 
CatHouic before it was obliged to sus 
pend publication in 1928.) 
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THIS LITTLE MAN IS WORTH FIGHTING FOR 


ABOVE picture of a little Filipino boy in an American public school in the Philippines 
is from the Philippine Magazine for July, 1941, and accompanies a plea to save his public 
school system from what the editor calls “the Jesuit blitzkrieg of the Catholic Educational 
Association”. It appears that the Jesuit attack on the public schools in the Philippines 
was already half won before Manila-was taken by the Japanese invaders. 

President Quezon, who some time ago braved Catholic opposition by vetoing a bill that 
would have introduced the teaching of the Catholic religion in the public schools, also 
fought against this attack and protested against “lowering the educational standards of 
the country”. The aim of the Jesuits was to cut down the number of years in public 
school to a total of 12 instead of the usual 16 in the United States, and to introduce three 
units of religion into the curriculum. The Jesuits, with their Commonweal magazine and 
Ateneo radio-hour, have openly opposed the American way of life and advocated the 
setting up of a corporative state for the Philippines patterned after Portugal under 
dictator Salazar. 


It would seem that the task before us is to redeem the Philippines not only from the 
Japs but also from the Jesuits. 
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THE FIGHT FOR MEDICAL FREEDOM 


By Eveene L. BE.isie* 


HE first half of an important and highly significant fight by Catholie 
“5 political action against medical and parental freedom regarding birth 
control in Massachusetts recently ended in victory for the Massachusetts 
Mothers’ Health Council, formerly the Birth Control League of Mass- 
achusetts. The upshot of a long, hard battle is that on November 3, 1942, Mass- 
achusetts voters will decide by referendum ballot whether to adopt an amendment 
to the state’s 1879 birth-control statute, which will allow physicians to give in- 
formation on contraception and furnish contraceptive supplies to married people 
for health reasons. 


Massachusetts, with a population 40-percent Catholic under the iron hand of 
Cardinal O’Connell, is the third strongest Catholic state. The Church indeed has 
disproportionate strength because of the large number of Catholics in political 
office. In Massachusetts, as elsewhere in the country, the Roman Catholic hier- 
archy has been almost the only important opponent of medical freedom and par- 
ental choice regarding birth control. Statistics show that birth control by some 
means has been a part of the Yankee mores for more than a century; and Cath- 
olic birth rates, particularly among the predominantly urban Irish, indicate that 
control of childbirth has also been a part of their practice. 


The issue in Massachusetts is much more than just a fight to amend the old 
Anthony Comstock statute. It involves for the first time a political test of the 
power of democracy and science against the power of authoritarianism and dogma, 
The extreme reactionaries who constitute the unyielding core of the Catholie 
Church have overextended themselves this time and are being challenged; for in 
seeking to kill legislation which forces no one to do anything against his will, con- 
science or religion, they have branded the Catholic Church as an organized polit- 
ical minority attempting to force its will on a whole people. 


The fight, a long and none too clean one, started when a social worker, a nurse 
and a physician in a birth-control clinic serving only married women were ar- 
rested under the old law. Raids followed, confidential medical records were seized 
and seven charity-supported birth-control clinies were closed. The State Supreme 
Court upheld the conviction of the three medical workers. Massachusetts became 
the only state to have declared a physican guilty of criminal offense in providing 
contraceptive care to a married woman whose life might be endangered by preg- 
nancy. (Oddly enough, later termination of such a pregnancy by therapeutic 
abortion is legal under Massachusetts statutes. ) 

It was obvious that the law must be amended by legislation. But no prohibitive 
birth-control statute in the United States, either state or federal, has yet been 
liberalized by legislation. It is only by judicial interpretation that various federal 
and state Comstock laws have been modified. There was, however, one possible 
way in which to by-pass the established legislative controls. If a majority of Mass- 

* Mr. Belisle is executive director of the Massachusetts Mothers’ Health Council and 


secretary of the New England Committee for the St. Lawrence Seaway. His article is 
reprinted here with kind permission of The New Republic. 
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achusetts voters were in favor of medical and parental freedom regarding birth 
control, the Initiative and Referendum could be utilized. The first steps could not 
be taken until the summer of 1940 because of the shift of the Massachusetts legis- 
lature to biennial sessions. The Council used the interval to publicize the issue, 
gain supporters and organize throughout the state. Although a 1936 Gallup poll 
which asked ‘‘Should the distribution of information on birth control be legal- 
ized ?’’ showed 70 percent of Americans in favor, 59 percent in favor in Massachu- 
setts and 45 percent in favor in Boston, this majority had to be increased before a 
referendum could be tried. 


After a year of hard work, another public-opinion survey in June, 1940, gave 
the movement a great impetus. It showed that 64 out of 100 voters having an 
opinion on birth control were basically in favor of it, and 82 out of 100 voters 
having an opinion on medical freedom regarding birth control favored that. 
While 55 out of 100 Catholics having an opinion on birth control were opposed, 
72 out of 100 Catholics having an opinion on medical freedom were in favor of it. 
Immediate steps were taken for filing an Initiative Petition. 


The opposition plunged into the fight, invoking all the traditional scare- 
machinery. Chester A. Dolan, senate Democratic leader, gave the keynote state- 
ment to the press: ‘‘Once again the exponents of that vile and repulsive practice 
of birth control with its concomitant vices, have raised their voices. . . .’’ 


When Mrs. Margaret Sanger came to Massachusetts on a week’s speaking tour 
to rally the voters to take the Bay State out of the Dark Ages, the extremists in the 
Catholic church mobilized for action. A tremendous anti-democratic pressure 
campaign, the ‘‘Call to Arms,’’ was organized by the faculty of Holy Cross Col- 
lege. It almost succeeded in preventing her from speaking in Worcester, but a 
wave of resentment against this attempted infringement of civil liberties sprang 
up among non-Catholies and Catholies alike, and she spoke as scheduled. An even 
more violent attack upon her right to speak in Holyoke gained her many new ad- 
herents all over the state, particularly among liberal Catholics, who were shocked 


that the hierarchy’s opposition would extend to interference in Protestant church 
affairs. 


With a distinguished list of doctors and leading citizens backing the movement, 
50,000 signatures throughout the state were rolled up by 2,000 volunteer workers 
and registered with the Secretary of State. The initiative petition advanced auto- 


matically to the legislature for a mandatory roll-call vote in both houses by June 
3, 1941. 


From the start the Council never had much hope for the success of the initiative 
petition in the legislature. It banked on the referendum. And the frantic attempt 
of the opposition to prevent the issue from ever going to the referendum led for- 
mer Mayor Frederick W. Mansfield of Boston, legislative counsel for Cardinal 
0’Connell, to take a step which may lose the Church the fight. He proposed to kill 
the bill under Article 48 of the Constitution, which excludes from initiative peti- 
tion measures that ‘‘relate to religion, religious practice and religious institu- 
tions.’’ Mr. Mansfield’s atempt to make the issue a religious one shows all too 
clearly the readiness of certain members of the Catholic hierarchy to destroy 
democratic powers if they are being used to establish fundamental individual 
liberties supported by other churches but opposed by the Catholic Church. If a 
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purely permissive measure could be excluded from initiative petition and refer- 
endum simply because certain religious spokesmen favored and others opposed it, 
almost any attempt to use this procedure could be destroyed by a minority group. 


Members of the legislative Committee on Public Health, anticipating such an 
attack, themselves sent the bill to the Supreme Court for an advisory opinion. 
The decision of the Court, handed down by all seven Justices, three of whom are 
Catholies, utterly disposed of Mr. Mansfield’s objection : 


The proposed law makes no discrimination by reason of the religious views of the 
persons within its scope. It neither commands nor prohibits any form of religious belief 
- « - Indeed, it does not command or prohibit any conduct whatever on the part of any 
person. The proposed law is purely permissive. Religion is not a factor in its applica 
tion, and, if approved by the voters, it will not interfere with the freedom of any person 
within its scope to act in strict accordance with his religious views. 


Although the measure was voted down in both houses as expected, it was barely 
defeated in the senate. The Council never expected to win there, but has held its 
main fire for the 1942 referendum. The volunteer workers and supporters of the 
cause went into statewide action, and obtained 7,300 new signatures, 50 percent 
more than needed to place the question on the ballot. With 60,000 known sup- 
porters in 300 out of the state’s 350 cities and towns, the referendum drive grows 
stronger every day. 

The final outcome of the battle will not be known until November 3, 1942. The 
Massachusetts Mothers’ Health Council expects to win. Either way the Chureh 
stands to lose. A Catholic victory at the Massachusetts polls is a defeat for the 
Catholic Church in America. It would mark the Church as a political party fight- 
ing legislation that would not interfere with Catholic behavior, and seeking to de- 
prive the entire state of personal freedom of conscience and action in accordance 
with values endorsed by most other religious bodies in America. Repercussions of 
such clerical domination of medical and parental freedom in Massachusetts: would 
reverberate in other states which have small Catholic and large non-Catholic 
populations and whose churches have approved of birth control and are already 
eoncerned about clerical control in polities. A victory for the referendum, after 
the Church had committed its entire lay membership to opposition, would indi- 
cate strikingly a new independence of liberal, forward-looking Catholics, of whom 
there are many, from political dictation by the hierarchy. More important even 
than the loss of actual political power would be the blow to the Church’s prestige 
throughout the nation. It would be the first significant defeat, a defeat which 
might repeat itself on other issues in the next decade. 


The Catholic Church can protect its moral authority only by withdrawing from 
the political fight against medical and parental freedom of choice while continu- 
ing to assert its determined position in regard to artificial birth control for its 
members. For not only Protestants, but Catholics also, suspect that no small part 
of the Church’s pressure for anti-birth-control statutes in civil law is designed to 
keep in line the many Catholics who no longer accept its dictum on this matter. 


What chance is there that in the future the reactionary group in the Catholie 
Church may change its mind? If we look back over the centuries, we see that rare- 
ly if ever has the Church gone on fighting indefinitely for a lost cause. It has 
always been possible to reinterpret doctrine to bring it into line with the necessi- 
ties of a changed situation. But this is cold comfort to those, both within and out 
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side the Catholic Church, who confront the implacable opposition in Massachus- 
etts. Will the intelligent and reasonable group among the Church leaders see 
the dangers of the situation and exert their pressure? And will they do so with 
sufficient force, and in time? Lay Catholic reaction to hierarchical fascism in the 
Margaret Sanger-Holyoke affair gives some reason for hope. 


MORE CONFUSION TACTICS 


HE FANTASTIC CLAIM made 

by Bishop Shaughnessy before 15,- 
000 prelates, priests and nuns in Phila- 
delphia on November 16, that the actual 
Catholic population of the United States 
is 35,000,000, has no basis in fact or 
reason. Even the official estimate of 
21,000,000 is obtained by means not 
approved by the U. S. Census Bureau, 
since it is based upon population figures 
and not the number of actual communi- 
cants as is the census of Protestant 
church membership. 


One way that Bishop Shaughnessy 
arrived at his figure was to deduce it 
from the boasted 31% of army selectees 
who gave the Roman Catholic religion 
as their preference. But, as was pointed 
out in THe Convertep CATHOLIC in its 
November, 1941, issue, this is no proof 
either that the percentage of Catholics 
in the armed forces is greater than their 
proportion of church-going membership 
in the whole population or that Catho- 
lie church membership is larger than 
what is claimed for it. It is obviously 
impossible to fix church membership in 
the country at large from the percent- 
ages of those giving religious prefer- 
ences in the army and navy. 

More misleading still was Bishop 
Shaughnessy’s deduction of his 35,000,- 
000 figure by his insistence that the 
Catholie church actually loses few of 
its members permanently, since most of 
those who leave the Catholic church 
come back on their deathbeds. This 
fallacy has become by repetition almost 
a conviction among Catholic church 
defenders. 


Contradicting Bishop Shaughnessy 
on this point was the recent admission 
by the Jesuit magazine America of an 
over-all ‘‘leakage’’ of more than 43,- 
000,000 from the Catholic religion in 
the United States and that ‘‘more than 
63,000 baptized Catholics abandon the 
faith each year’’. It further stated that 
‘if the children and descendants of 
every Catholic were now Catholic, every 
second person in the United States 
would be a Catholic’’. In passing, it is 
well to remark that only in a country 
like America that guarantees the right 
of the individual to worship in the 
church of one’s own choosing could so 
many Catholic conversions have taken 
place. 


This confusion of claims, counter- 
claims and lamentations is but another 
of the many tactics to bewilder the Prot- 
estant mind about the Catholic church 
as a factor in American life. 


REPRINT OF 
“THIS CRITICISM” 


SO MANY of our readers wrote en- 
thusiastically of John H. Brown’s 
article, “THIS CRITICISM”, in last 
month’s ConverTep CaTHotic, that we 
have made a reprint of it. It is a 
splendid defense of American public 
school education and American insti- 
tutions in the Philippines against Rom- 
an Catholic attacks. 


WE WILL SEND YOU FREE 
COPIES OF THIS REPRINT 
FOR DISTRIBUTION AT 
YOUR REQUEST 
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RIPTIDE OF CATHOLICISM 


By Joun T. Murray 


ARM has become vocal in high 

Catholic circles at the dire 

results of Catholic population 

decline in the United States. 
The blame is laid to the fatal error of 
Archbishop Hughes of New York in the 
middle of the last century who herded 
Catholic immigrants into large cities 
where birth control prospers instead of 
allowing them to spread out into the 
more conservative rural areas. His pol- 
icy at that time, however, appeared to 
be to the advantage of the Catholic 
church, for it avoided to some extent 
the almost certain danger of vast num- 
bers of Catholies being lost to Prot- 
estantism through dispersal in priestless 
country districts ; it also established the 
power of the Catholic church in large 


industrial cities by taking over the po- 
litical machines and naming their 
Bosses. 


The clever strategy of yesteryear has 
turned into a boomerang. Immigration 
from Catholic countries has ceased; 
the Catholic birth rate has fallen off 
more than one-third—even the city 
Irish and Italians are not reproducing 
themselves. The lone exceptions are the 
superstitious Catholic Mexicans of the 
Southwest and the French Canadians 
in parts of New England. Some Catho- 
lic churches and parochial schools, built 
and maintained at crippling expense, 
are in danger of being left empty. What 
a catastrophe this would be to the Cath- 
olie church is evident from the fact that 
80% of Catholies in the United States 
live in cities. What alarms Catholic 
authorities most, however, is the discov- 
ery that nearly half of the 2,952 coun- 
ties in this country have no resident 
priest at all. The large number of Kellys 


and Murphys, O’Quinns and McCoys, 
who are devout Baptists and Methodists 
(clergy and laity) is proof of the steady 
leakage suffered by the Catholic church 
in the United States during the past 
half century. The total loss from one 
cause or another is conservatively esti- 
mated at about 50%. 


The Catholic church, essentially a 
proselyting organization and interested 
in ‘‘power polities’’, cannot afford to 
allow its power and numbers to decline, 
In the past the country belonged to the 
Protestants; the city, steadily increas- 
ing in influence, numbers and wealth, 
belonged to the Catholics. Now that city 
people are practising more and more 
birth control, the Catholic church has 
decided that the country must be won 
from the Protestants and populated 
with Catholics. The National Catholic 
Rural Life Conference, aided by auxil- 
lary organizations such as the Home 
Missioners of America, has set itself to 
this task. It met recently in convention 
in Jefferson City, Mo., made known the 
urgent need of 10,000 strong Catholic 
country parishes and mapped strategie 
plans. By means of chapel-trailers, 
vacation parochial schools, procurement 
of school busses to bring children as 
much as thirty miles to Catholic schools, 
visiting lay nuns, adoption of churchless 
rural sections by wealthly city dioceses 
and parishes, and by the free distribu- 
tion of millions of Catholic propaganda 
booklets, they hope to increase the num- 
ber of Catholies so as to pave the way 
for the establishment of fixed Catholie 
parishes and schools in the three-quar- 
ters of the United States now called in 
Catholic Home Mission circles ‘‘a veri- 
table heathen land’’. 














As former Catholic priests, our opin- 
ion is that the prospects for a success- 
ful campaign to win rural America 
from Protestantism for the Catholic 
ehurch are far from rosy. The Catholic 
Rural Life Conference seems to ignore 
vital facts that bid fair to undermine 
any great endeavor. 

First among the chinks in the armor 
of Catholicism is the fact that Roman 
Catholicism is a religion that thrives by 
“group psychology’’, by showy spec- 
tacles, ritualistic gatherings, mystic 
rites and especially by segregation from 
Protestants. Non-Catholies, on the other 
hand, confident of Christ’s assurance 
that ‘‘where two or three are gathered 
together in my name, there am I in the 
midst’’, can experience as intense a 
spirit of nearness to God and obtain as 
complete soul-satisfaction when they 
gather together for worship in a private 
home or a small country chureh as if 
they were in some majestic cathedral. 
The pompous vestments, the mystic in- 
cense and tapers necessary for Catholic 
rites are without effect in a private par- 
lor or in a tumble-down church. What 
is more, they are often so incongruous, 
to say nothing of the ill-trained altar 
boys in their misfit soutanes, that the 
ceremonies turn from the sublime to the 
Tidiculous. The Latin of the priest, 
which novelists delight in describing as 
sonorous and awe-inspiring as it rum- 
bles through the vaults of vast cathe- 
drals, becomes a mere mumble-jumble 
when heard at close range in a barn- 
like country church. 


As former priests with wide exper- 
iences in city and country most of us 
connected with THE ConverRTED CaTH- 
onic have experienced the inability to 
impress Catholics in a rural setting. 
Lack of a ‘‘confession box’’ and pres- 
ence of a priest who knows everyone by 
sight keep Catholies from frequent con- 
fessions. Then, too, what statues are 
found in a rural church are gaudy and 
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cheap and lack the esthetic appeal so es- 
sential to Catholicism. 


But the biggest obstacle to Catholic 
proselyting in country places is the 
priests’ inability to preach aggressive 
Catholie doctrine. Their fellow priests 
from large Eastern parishes upbraid 
them for being too Protestant, for not 
preaching hell-fire Catholicism against 
birth control, missing Sunday mass and 
belonging to condemned fraternal so- 
cieties. Rural priests are even obliged 
to accept mixed marriages as a matter 
of course. They find it impossible to 
organize their scattered parishioners in 
a way to make them united and aggres- 
sive. For, with no Catholic social life, 
Catholies in country districts join their 
Protestant neighbors in social and 
church affairs and become so contented 
with the general Protestant atmosphere 
that their priests cannot run the risk 
of condemning it as heretical and pagan. 


Protestantism has survived and 
thrived in the free, tolerant atmosphere 
of rural America. Catholicism, on the 
contrary, failed to take root there and 
thrived only in large politically corrupt 
cities where the Hagues and the Prend- 
ergasts took orders from the hierarchy. 
In country districts Catholics cease to 
fear the threats and strictures of their 
clergy,and become free Christians, Prot- 
estants without denomination. In the 
eyes of the church they are branded as 
**indifferentists’’, a type of Christian 
more dreaded and abhorred by official 
Catholicism than out-and-out pagans. 


The hope of the Catholic Rural Life 
Conference to build up the Catholic 
church in the Protestant atmosphere of 
rural America is naive. Catholic lead- 
ers from Europe with more experience 
and foresight know better than to be de- 
ceived by such fond desires. They know 
too well that Roman Catholicism will 
become a lost cause without an authori- 
tative civil and political regime to en- 
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force its dictates and to quarantine 
Catholics from free Christian people. 


The results of this test in decades to 
come will prove the value of the true 
Christian basis of Protestantism as 
against the man-made ecclesiastical 
structure that holds Catholicism to- 
gether. 

~~ 


LUTHERANS IN MEXICO 


UGE losses have been suffered by 

the Catholic church in Mexico as 
a result of the revolutionary ideas 
taught to the people under anti-re- 
ligious regimes there during the past 
fifty years. Protestant church work 
suffered also to a certain extent, but 
now that many religious restrictions 
have been removed, Protestantism 
stands to gain more than the Catholic 
church. 


The Rev. Cesar A. Lazos, native 
Mexican Lutheran pastor in Mexico 
City, writing in The Walter League 
Messenger for December 1941, states 
that in many towns near Mexico City 
Catholic churches have been abandoned 
by the priests because the people re- 
fused to attend mass, and that financial 
contributions to Catholic churches in 
Mexico City have dwindled to such an 
extent that one priest has publicly an- 
nounced that no one may enter his 
church unless he deposits a peso at the 
entrance. He further reports that the 
Catholie church has lost not only much 
of its moral influence but also much 
of its property, and that the people 
have discovered that they can get along 
as well, and more cheaply, without their 
priests and churches. Many Catholic 
church buildings have been converted 
into public libraries, schools and gov- 
ernment offices, and three such build- 
ings have been turned over to the Pres- 
byterians and Methodists. 


As a result, Lutheran missions in 
Mexico, together with missions of other 


Protestant denominations, have been 
able greatly to expand the scope of 
their work for the conversion of Mexi- 
can Roman Catholics to acceptance of 
Gospel teaching. It is easier for them 
to draw upon native religious workers 
to spread the knowledge of Protestant 
Christianity, though, in spite of the! 
law, the Roman Catholic church in 
Mexico has continued to employ a far 
greater number of priests of both native 
and foreign birth than is allowed. 

There is no doubt that ultimately, 
when complete victory has been won 
against both civil and religious authori- 
tarianism, the Mexican people will ad- 
here in overwhelming numbers to the 
teaching of Protestant Christianity 
that conforms to freedom for all in all 
walks of life. The Lutheran mission 
aries and those of other Protestant de 
nominations report most promising sue 
cess already in laying the groundwork 
for the conversion of Mexico as a whole 
to Protestant Christianity. . 


MY RADIO TALKS ON 
ROMAN CATHOLICISM 


By Rev. StepHen L. Testa 
(A Converted Roman Catholic) 


A set of 14 booklets and tracts 
Price $1.00 


Order from: 
SCRIPTURE TRUTH SOCIETY, 
156 FIFTH AVE., 
NEW YORK, N. Y. 


ARE YOU MOVING? 


YOU should notify us in advance of | 
any change of address, as the post 
office will not forward our magazine 
to you even if you leave a forwarding 
address. Your compliance in this mat |) 
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TEXT OF THE SYLLABUS OF ERRORS 


This is the second installment of the official Catholic text of the eighty condemned 
propositions known as The Syllabus of Errors of Pope Pius [X. As in the first 
installment in December’s CoNVERTED CATHOLIC, the positive proposition opposed 
to each, which is the true teaching of the Catholic church, is placed in the right- 


hand column: 


“VI.—Errors About Civil Society, Consid- 
ered Both In Itself and In Its Relation 
to the Church 


“39. The commonwealth is the origin and 
source of all rights, and possesses rights 
which are not circumscribed by any limits. 


“40. The teaching of the Catholic Church 
is opposed to the well-being and interests 
of society. 


“41. The civil power, even when exercised 
by an unbelieving sovereign, possesses an 
indirect and negative power over religious 
affairs. It therefore possesses not only the 
right called that of exequator, but that of 
the (so-called) appelatio ab abusu. 


“42. In the case of conflicting laws be- 
tween the two powers, the civil law ought 
to prevail. 


“43, The civil power has a right to break, 
and to declare and render null, the conven- 
tions (commonly called Concordats) con- 
cluded with the Apostolic See, relative to 
the use of rights appertaining to ecclesias- 
tica immunity, without the consent of the 
Holy See, and even contrary to its protest. 


“44. The civil authority may interfere in 
matters relating to religion, morality, and 
spritual government. Hence it has control 
over the instructions for the guidance of 
consciences issued, conformably with their 
mission, by the pastors of the Church. Fur- 
ther, it possesses power to decree, in the 
matter of administering the divine sacra- 
ments, as to the dispositions necessary for 
their reception. 


“45. The entire direction of public schools, 
in which the youth of Christian states are 
educated, except (to a certain extent) in the 
case of episcopal seminaries, may and must 
appertain to the civil power, and belong to 
it so far that no other authority whatsoever 
Shall be recognized as having any right to 
interfere in the discipline of the schools, 
the arrangement of the studies, the taking 
of degrees, or the choice and approval of 
the teachers. 


VI.—Propositions Opposed to These Er- 
rors: Official Catholic Church Teaching: 


39. The commonwealth is not the origin 
and source of all rights and does not pos- 
sess unlimited rights. 


40. The teaching of the Catholic Church 
is not opposed to the well-being and inter- 
ests of society. 


41. The civil power, especially when exer- 
cised by an unbelieving ruler, does not pos- 
sess an indirect and negative power over re- 
ligious affairs. It, therefore, does not pos- 
sess the right of exequator, much less that 
of appelatio ab usu. 


42. In the case of conflicting laws be- 
tween the two powers [canon law and civil 
law] the civil law should not prevail. 


43. The civil power has no right to break 
and to declare null the conventions con- 
cluded wth the Apostolic See relative to im- 
munity of the clergy, without the consent 
of the Holy See, much less against its pro- 
test. 


44, The civil authority may not interfere 
in matters relating to religion, morality and 
spiritual government. Hence it has no con- 
trol over the instructions for the guidance 
of consciences issued by the pastors of the 
Church, in conformity with their mission. 
Neither does it possess the power to decree 
anything relative to the dispositions neces- 
sary for the reception of the divine sacra- 
ments. 


45. The entire direction of public schools, 
in which the youth of Christian states are 
educated and, above all, of episcopal sem- 
inaries, may not and must not belong to 
the civil power, and other authorities [the 
Church] shall be recognized as having the 
right to interfere in the discipline of the 
schools, the arrangement of studies, the tak- 
ing of degrees or the choice and approval of 
teachers. 
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“46. Much more, even in clerical semi- 
naries, the method of study to be adopted is 
subject to the civil authority. 


“47. The best theory of civil society re- 
quires that popular schools open to the chil- 
dren of all classes, and, generally, all pub- 
lic institutions intended for instruction in 
letters and philosophy, and for conducting 
the education of the young, should be free 
from all ecclesiastical authority, govern- 
ment, and interference, and should be fully 
subject to the civil and political power, in 
conformity with the will of rulers and the 
prevalent opinions of the age. 


“48. This system of instructing youth, 
which consists in separating it from the 
Catholic faith and from the power of the 
Church, and in teaching exclusively, or at 
least primarily, the knowledge of natural 
things, and the earthly ends of social life 
alone, may be approved by Catholics. 


“49. The civil power has the right to 
prevent ministers of religion, and the faith- 
ful, from communicating freely and mutual- 
ly with each other, and with the Roman Pon- 
tiff. 


“50. The secular authority possesses, as 
inherent in itself, the right of presenting 
bishops, and may require of them that they 
take possession of their dioceses before hav- 
ing received canonical institution and the 
apostolic letters from the Holy See. 


“51. And, further, the secular government 
has the right of deposing bishops from their 
pastoral functions, and it is not bound to 
obey the Roman Pontiff in those things 
which relate to episcopal sees and the insti- 
tution of bishops. 


“52. The government has of itself the 
right to alter the age prescribed by the 
Church for the religious profession, both 
of men and women; and it may enjoin upon 
all religious establishments to admit no 
person to take solemn vows without its per- 
mission. 


“53. The laws for the protection of relig- 
ious establishments, and securing their 
rights and duties, ought to be abolished; 
nay, more, the civil government may lend 
its assistance to all who desire to quit the 
religious life they have undertaken, and 
break their vows. The government may 
also suppress religious orders, collegiate 
churches, and simple benefices, even those 
belonging to private patronage, and submit 
their goods and revenues to the adminis- 
tration and disposal of the civil power. 


46. Much less, especially in clerical semi- 


naries, is the method of study to be adopted 


subject to civil authority. 


47. It is not the best theory for civil so 
ciety to require that public schools be 
opened for children of all classes and that, 


in general, all public institutions for instruc 


tion in letters and philosophy and education 
of the young be freed from all Church 
authority, regulation and interference, and 
be fully subject to the civil and political 
power in accordance with the ruling powers 
and the prevailing thought of the age. 


48. Catholics are forbidden to approve of 
the system of instructing youth which con- 
sists in separating it from the Catholic 
faith and the power of the Church, and in 
teaching it exclusively, or at least primar- 
ily, the knowledge of things of nature and 
only the earthly purposes of social ife. 


49. The civil power has no right to pre 
vent ministers of religion and the faithful 
from communicating freely with each other 
and the Roman Pontiff. 


50. The secular authority does not possess 
the inherent right to name bishops and 
require them to take possession of their 
dioceses before being canonically established 
and given the apostolic letters from the 
Holy See. 


51. And, moreover, no secular government 
has the right of deposing bishops from their 
pastoral functions, nor is it free to disobey 
the Roman Pontiff in those things that relate 
to episcopal sees and the establishment of 
bishops. 


52. The government has of itself no right 
to change the age prescribed by the Church 
for the religious profession [the taking of 


vows] of men and women; nor may it 
demand of religious institutions that per- 
sons secure its permission before taking 
solemn vows. 


53. Laws for the protection of religious 
communities [monasteries and convents] 
and assurance of their rights and duties 
must be upheld; above all, the civil govern- 


ment is not to help those who wish to leave” 
the conventual life they undertook and 
break their vows. The government is not | 


allowed to suppress religious orders, col 
legiate churches and simple benefices, es 
pecially those belonging to private patron- 


age, and submit their goods and revenues 
to the administration and disposal of the 


civil power. 
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“54. Kings and princes are not only 
exempt from the jurisdiction of the Church, 
but are superior to the Church, in litigated 
questions of jurisdiction. 


“55. The Church ought to be separated 
from the State, and the State from the 
Church. 


“VIL—Errors Concerning Natural and 
Christian Ethics 


“56. Moral laws do not stand in need of 
the divine sanction, and there is no necessity 
that human laws should be conformable to 
the law of nature, and receive their sanc 
tion from God. 


“57. Knowledge of philosophical things 
and morals, and also civil laws, may and 
must depart from divine and ecclesiastical 
authority. 


“58. No other forces are to be recognized 
than those which reside in matter; and all 
moral teaching and moral excellence ought 
to be made to consist in the accumulation 
and increase of riches by every possible 
means, and in the enjoyment of pleasure. 


“59. Right consists in the material fact, 
and all human duties are but vain words, 
and all human acts have the force of right. 


“60. Authority is nothing else but the re- 
sult of numerical superiority and material 
force. 


“61. An unjust act, being successful, in- 
flicts no injury upon the sanctity of right. 


“62. The principle of non-intervention, as 
it is called, ought to be proclaimed and ad- 
hered to. 


“63. It is allowable to refuse obedience to 
legitimate princes: nay, more, to rise in in- 
surrection against them. 


“64. The violation of a solemn oath, even 
every wicked and flagitious action repug- 
tant to the eternal law, is not only not 
blamable, but quite lawful, and worthy of 
the highest praise, when done for love of 


country.” 


54. Kings and princes are not exempt 
from the jurisdiction of the Church, much 
less superior to the Church, in litigated 
questions of jurisdiction. 


55. The Church should not be separated 
from the State and the State from the 
Church. 


VII.—Propositions Opposed to These Er- 
rors: Official Catholic Teaching: 


56. Moral laws stand in need of divine 
sanction and human laws must conform to 
the law of nature and receive their sanction 
from God. 


57. Knowledge of things philosophical, of 
morals and of civil laws may not and must 
not depart from divine and ecclesiastical 
authority. 


58. Other forces than those residing in 
matter are to be recognized; and all moral 
teaching and moral excellences must not 
be made to consist in the accumulation and 
increase of riches by every possible means 
and in the enjoyment of pleasure. 


59. Right does not consist in the material 
fact and human duties are more than vain 
words and not all human acts have the 
force of right. 


60. Authority is more than the result of 
numerical superiority and material force. 


61. An unjust act, even though successful, 
inflicts injury upon the sanctity of right. 


62. The principle of non-intervention (of 
the Church in civil affairs), as it is called, 
is not to be admitted or adhered to. 


63. It is forbidden to refuse obedience to 
legitimate princes; much more to rise in 
insurrection against them. 


64. The violation of a solemn oath, and, 
above all,wicked and flagitious action re- 
pugnant to the eternal law are not only 
blameworthy but entirely unlawful and de- 
serving of the most extreme reprobation, 
even when done for love of country. 


s *+ 8 


The final installment of this Syllabus of 
Errors will appear in our next issue. 


Iknow whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which 
Thave committed unto him against that day—II Tim. 1:12. 
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ARCHBISHOP ORDERS ELECTION OF ALL- 
CATHOLIC PUBLIC SCHOOL BOARD 


JOSEPH 
BY THE GRACE O68 COD AND THE FAVOR OF THE APOSTOLIC SEE, 
ARCHBISHOP-BISHOP OF CLEVELAND 


TO THE CLERGY, RELIGIOUS AND FAITHFUL 
OF THE CITY, OF CLEVELAND AND THE COUNTY OF CUYAHOGA: 


I recommend most heartily for a favorable vote both the. 
City and County Levy. The approval of these levies is made 
necessary by law. Failure to approve means that both City and 
County cannot continue to carry on. The consequence will be 
‘disastrous to every citizen in City and County. 


I am especially pleased that in these days of rising costs an 
increase in wages is provided for policemen, firemen and other 
City employees, so they can have proper standards of living. 

As the election of members to the School Board is no more 
a political question than these levies, I recommend the re- 
election of Frank T. Jamieson and Doctor George F. Greene 
and the election of John R. Beljon and Herbert C. Eisele. 

This recommendation is made because it is a good American 
practice to elect the best qualified candidates regardless of race 
or religion. They are recommended as citizens who have the 
best interests of the Public School System of Cleveland at heart. 


Very devotedly yours in Christ, 
tJOSEPH SCHREMBS, 
Archbishop-Bishop of Cleveland. 


This letter is to be read at all the Masses in every church and 
chapel of Cuyahoga County on Sunday, November 2nd, 1941. 


By order of the Most Reverend Archbishop. 


tJAMES A. McFADDEN, Chancellor, 
Auxiliary Bishop. 
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PPOSITE is a facsimile, from The 
Catholic Universe Bulletin, official 
organ of the Archdiocese of Cleveland, 
Ohio, October 31, 1941, two days before 
the Sunday preceding election day, of 
the pastoral letter of Archbishop Joseph 
Schrembs, ordered ‘‘to be read at all 
the masses in every church and chapel 
of Cuyahoga County on Sunday, No- 
vember 2nd, 1941’’. Its object was to 
secure the election of Catholics only to 
the public school board of Cleveland 
and thus vest unanimous control of the 
board in the hands of men directly 
subservient to the Archbishop. 

Five of the seven members of the 
board were already Catholics, thus pos- 
sessing majority control of the board. 
Not content with this, the Archbishop 
sought a sole Catholic vote in the con- 
duct of the public schools of Cleveland. 
He not only used his spiritual authority 
to secure the re-election of two of the 
five Catholics, but the election of two 
other Catholics to replace Alfred A. 
Benesch, a Jew with a record of 16 
years of valuable service on the school 
board, and Mrs. Norma F. Wolff, a 
Protestant, who, besides her value as a 
member of the board, has been also a 
leader in many other community activi- 
ties of great worth to the citizens of 
Cleveland. 


Happily, despite this attempt to un- 
dermine the principles of representative 
government, the Archbishop’s plan was 
frustrated by the just vote of the elec- 
torate. 
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LOVERS OF LIBERTY 


VB ITALIAN PROTESTANT ministers through 
their New York minsterial association 
strongly condemned Mussolini, Hitler and 
ecclesiastical dictatorship. Their resolution 
emphasized that life and liberty, which 
Mean more than racial ties, are at stake in 
the present conflict. 















CONVERTED CATHOLIC 
BISHOP 


A BOOK of 358 pages entitled, 
**Radio Replies’’, and containing 
‘*1422 questions and answers on Cathol- 
icism and Protestantism’’, is being 
widely distributed to Protestants. It is 
the work chiefly of an Australian Catho- 
lie priest, Leslie Rumble, and is being 
distributed in the United States under 
the auspices of the Archbishop of St. 
Paul, Minn. Its answers are of the 
usual sophistic argumentation type that 
bewilder and confuse the Protestant 
mind. It follows the stereotype Catholic 
apologetic that ‘‘the Church’’ comes be- 
fore the Bible, that there was nothing 
good in the Reformation, and assumes 
that Protestants know little or nothing 
about religion and the Catholic church 
everything; every reply can be said to 
be based upon the ‘‘ipse dixit’’ of the 
Catholie church. 


Of interest to us are the questions 
and answers about former Bishop Julio 
Garrett of Cochabamba, Bolivia, who, in 
December, 1929, returning his insignia 
of office to Rome, resigned his bishopric 
and joined the Protestant Episcopal 
church. He is at present a minister of 
that church in Puerto Rico, and we 
have had the pleasure of personal cor- 
respondence with him. He has been the 
target of vituperative attacks by the 
Catholic church, all of which are repeat- 
ed in this book of ‘‘Radio Replies’’, 
against his name and character. 


Only a fair-minded Protestant would 
ask of a Catholic apologist ‘‘Why did 
Bishop Julio Garrett leave the Catho- 
lie church’’, and expect to receive a 
truthful answer. The only answer that 
should be expected is the one given: 
‘*Because he was not true to his charge, 
he was deposed and excommunicated by 
the pope.’’ Bishop Garrett’s own rea- 
sons: because of his inability to accept 
the infallibilty of the pope, and because 
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of the avarice and immorality of the 
clergy in Latin America’’, are, of course 
denied; he is further accused of ‘‘of- 
fenses against the commandments of 
God and the laws of the church’’. Sim- 
ilar to a priest who leaves the Catholic 
church, a converted bishop is accused of 
being a ‘‘bad man’’, if for no other 
reason than his action in leaving the 
church; he is automatically deposed, 
and if he gets married he is counted as 
living in sin. As long as he remains in 
office and does not get married legally, 
then, even if he loses faith in God him- 
self, he is counted a good and faithful 
pastor. 


It will be a great shock to credulous 
Catholics who read this book to dis- 
cover that even bishops at times leave 
the Catholic church. It is hardly to be 
expected, however, that simple Catho- 
lies will wonder at the vilification only 
of priests and bishops who become Prot- 


estants, and the implication that those 
who remain in the church are paragons 
of faith and moral sanctity. 


There is much in this Catholic ‘‘ cook- 
book’’ that is patently unjust to Prot- 
estantism. Martin Luther is pictured as 
being, by his own admission, ‘‘a victim 
of immorality and drunkenness. . . who 
broke away from the Catholic ¢hurch 
and set up a new church for himself’’; 
and it is stated that nothing can justify 
the Protestant Reformation. Most 
astounding is the statement on page 
347 : 


‘*The Protestant tradition is dying 
fast, and more and more Protestant 
clergymen are deprecating efforts to 
convert Catholics to Protestantism. 
Where once they declared that they 
had left the Catholic church, they 
now wish to say that they really never 
left it at all, and that they still belong 
to it. And that makes it rather ab- 
surd to try to convert Catholics from 
a church to what these clergymen 
claim to be really the same church.’’ 


If any great number of Protestant 
ministers held to this opinion, then im 
deed there would be an end to Protes 
tantism, and no further need of apolo- 
getic to defend the errors of the church 


of Rome. 
Ore 


REAL RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 


HE BAPTIST World Alliance, in 

its declaration at its Atlanta Con- 
gress held two years ago, laid it down 
that ‘‘No man, no government nor in 
stitution, religious or civil, social or 
economic, has a right to dictate how 4 
person may worship God, or whether 
he shall worship at all.’’ 


In this, the Baptists are in perfect 
conformity with America’s constitu 
tional guarantees of religious liberty 
and separation of church and state. It 
is substantiation of the treasured prin- 
ciple in all Protestant countries that 
men’s religion is between God and 
themselves. It is truly Christian, sinee 
salvation, according to Gospel teaching, 
depends upon free acceptance of it by 
the individual approach to God through 
Jesus Christ. 


Consistency in upholding this declare 
ation in favor of true religious freedom 
by Baptists is shown by the report of 
an interview with Dr. J. H. Rushbrooke, 
President of the Baptist World All- 
ance, and published in The Life of 
Faith, a British weekly. His statements 
covered Soviet Russia’s attitude toward 
religious liberty, the Vatican’s collabor- 
ation with the Axis powers in matters 
of religion, and the ‘‘Sword of the 
Spirit Movement’”’ in England. 

Dr. Rushbrooke holds out the hope 
that Russia’s dependence upon Protee 
tant democratic countries in its hour of 
peril will result in real freedom for 
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religious as well as non-religious propa- 
ganda. But he is not so hopeful for a 
true change of heart with regard to 
religious liberty in countries dominated 
by the Roman Catholic hierarchy. Tak- 
ing as example the recent agreement 
between the Vatican and Franco’s gov- 
ernment in Spain, Dr. Rushbrooke says: 
“Under the concordat, Roman Catholi- 
cism is declared to be the only religion of 
the Spanish nation, and the government 
is under obligation to assist the bishops 
in, among other things, suppressing ‘un- 
desirable’ literature. The fact that a con- 
ecordat of ninety years ago is reapplied 
indicates that in the matter of intoler- 


ance the official Roman Catholic policy is 
unchanged.” 
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He goes to the root of all the trouble 
with the Catholic church in the present 
struggle between authoritarianism and 
democracy by clarifying the Vatican’s 
dever distinctions when it speaks in 
favor of ‘‘minorities’’: 

“The pope speaks of the claims of minor- 

ities, but the word ‘minorities’ is qualified 

by the adjective ‘racial’. In discussion of 
minority claims and rights during recent 
years, it has been customary to speak of 
racial, religious, and cultural minorities. 

The dropping of two of these adjectives is 

not accidental.” 

Nor has Dr. Rushbrooke much faith 
in the Sword of the Spirit Movement 
by which the Catholic church in Eng- 
land has allayed the fears of Protestants 
respecting Catholicism’s fixed religious 
intolerance. He holds that it apparently 
“aims first at gaining kudos for the 
pope, and secondly at side-tracking the 
issue of religious freedom’’. *.any in 
England who were at first deceived by 
this clever move of Cardinal Hinsley 
to cover up the real aims of the Vatican 
in its dealings with the Nazi-fascist 
lictators, now have come to agree with 
the opinion of Dr. Rushbrooke and 
have exposed the Sword of the Spirit 
Movement for what it really was 
Planned to accomplish. 
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INFAMOUS PROPAGANDA 


TROCIOUS vilification of all the 
great Protestant leaders of history 
was contained in the July 1941 issue 
of St. Joseph Magazine, a Roman Cath- 
olie monthly periodical published in the 
State of Oregon. Every one on the 
illustrious list of converted Catholic 
priests who are honored by all true 
Protestants and Americans as martyrs 
and fighters for the cause of truth and 
Christian liberty is individually de- 
nounced as a criminal and ‘‘fifth col- 
umnist’’. After mentioning Wickliffe, 
John Hus, the Albigenses and the Wal- 
denses, it proceeds to vilify John Calvin 
as follows: 


“John Calvin (1509-1564), the founder 
of Presbyterianism, was a fifth column- 
ist of the first magnitude. His father 
was convicted of defrauding the 


up the theft. This left his son penni- 
less. 


“Resulting from this—but not en- 
tirely because of it—John Calvin spread 
abroad his false and really malicious 
doctrines, and set up a counter-religion 
to the Church of his people. It has 
endured to this day, but the original 
teachings of Calvin have been greatly 
modified.” 


Martin Luther, greatest of Protestant 
reformers, is vilified worst of all. Under 
his picture the following is said: 


“Probably the most pernicious fifth 
columnist since the nefarious Judas 
was Martin Luther (1483-1546). His 
work has endured to this day, although 
its vigor has been steadily diminishing 
—so much so that its final breath prob- 
ably will be drawn in a comparatively 
short time. Today many Lutheran ad- 
herents go so far as to disown the man 
whose name has given them their 
official title. 


“Certainly Martin Luther was and 
is a shame to the human race. Hardly 
a sentence he uttered was free from 
coarseness and vulgarity. It would be 





THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 


impossible today to publish his writ- 
ings except in a censored edition. Even 
Protestants would never call him a 
pious man, much less a saint.” 


Every schoolboy knows that the vital 
freedoms for which Americans are 
fighting to the death today were won 
for us by men such as these who are 
so violently calumniated by this Catho- 
lic magazine. We can only hope and 
pray that its Catholic readers are not 
so eredulous as to believe such infamous 
distortion of the truth. 


Or 


CATHOLICISM AND 
THE NEW ORDER 


O declarations of official Catho- 

lie aims concerning the Catholic 

church in the New Order after the war 

were recently given out to the world, 

one from the Vatican Newspaper Osser- 

vatore Romano and the other by: Cardi- 
nal van Roey, primate of Belgium. 





The Vatican newspaper laid it down 
that the Catholic church must remain 
completely neutral in the struggle be- 
tween the opposing regimes of democ- 
racy and fascist authoritarianism, and 
must not get involved ‘‘in disputes re- 
garding the terrestrial desirability, 
utility, and efficacy of temporal forms 
which purely political institutions 
take’. It insists, however, that the 
Catholic church must have its say on 
‘‘what ought to be the orientation of 
those who prepare to rule civil society 
toward religion, toward the Church, 
the grandiose supernatural and social 
force of Catholicism.’’ 


Cardinal van Roey goes further and 
denies that the Catholic church can be 
indifferent to all regimes, and insists 
that the Catholic church can only 
“adapt itself to different regimes pro- 
vided that those regimes safeguard 
liberty and do not violate consciences, 
allowing the [Catholic] Church full ex- 


ercise of its powers’’. 


There is here the usual deception i i 
all official Catholic utterances for con. 
sumption in democratic countries. It is 


untrue, in the first place, that the Cath 71 


olic church is indifferent to temporal 
forms of civil government and mun 
dane affairs. All the popes of the last 
two centuries are on record as violently 
condemning the freedoms which are 
vital to our American way of life, nor 
is official Catholic Action idle in the 
matter of working by reprehensible 
means to make America Catholic. Far 
from being indifferent, Catholic foreg 
work day and night to compel civil se 
ciety to conform to its teachings alone, 
They fight for ‘‘liberty’’, but mean 
only liberty which, in the words of 
Cardinal van Roey, ‘‘allows to the 
Chureh full exercise of its powers’’— 
which Church is defined by the Vatican 
newspaper as ‘‘the grandiose super 
natural and social force of Catholi- 
cism’’, 

It is hardly necessary to point out 
that such ‘‘liberty’’ could only be at 
corded by a fascist regime, not by a rep 
resentative democratic government 
To accord such libery to the Catholic 
church, as has been done particularly 
in Spain and Portugal by their respet 
tive fascist dictatorships, means deny- 
ing religious liberty to all other denom 
inations. 


STILL $1.00 A YEAR 


DESPITE rising costs of materials 
and production we do not want to in- 
crease our yearly subscription rate be- 
yond the convenient $1.00 a year 
(Canada $1.25). We look to those who 
can afford to do so to make up the 
deficiency in our budget by contribu- 
ting what they can towards our su® 
taining fund. This is necessary for 
the continuance and expansion of & 
magazine like ours which carries no 
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| On the Lookout 


By James J. MurpHy 


THE PHILIPPINE FIFTH COLUMN 


THE SPANISH PHALANX (Falange), 
even after America’s entry into war, con- 
tinues to effectively sabotage American de- 
fense in South America. Recent articles in 
THe CONVERTED CATHOLIC have proved the 
esentially Catholic character of this fas- 
dst vanguard. Confirmation of this fact is 
found in a recent article in the N. Y. Times 
of January 4, 1942, from the pen of Catholic 
journalist Arnaldo Cortesi, a pro-Catholic 
authority on papal politics who used to re- 
port from Rome for several years. This 
article, cabled from Buenos Aires, is head- 
lined as follows: Falange Works Under 
Gover. Spanish Fascists Give Valuable Aid 
tothe Axis Forces in Latin American Coun- 
fries. The article goes on to say: “It is re- 
markable how little attention has been paid 
to the Falange HEspafiola in all the inquiries 
that are made from time to time in South 
America to uncover activities of actual or 
potential enemies of the United States. . . 
The strongly Catholic character of the Fa- 
lange Espafiola enables it, moreover, to 
make its influence felt in at least some cir- 
des of staunch Catholics.” 

Another proof of the identity of things 
Spanish and things Catholic is reflected in 
the boastful confession of a Falange spy 
quoted by Harold Callender: “Hispanidad 
is a marvelous idea of Franco and the Fa- 
lange to save the Spanish world from the 
daws of the United States. . . The United 
States hates all that is Spanish, all that is 
Catholic.” (N. Y. Times, Jan. 11, 1942.) 


The cringing hesitancy to uncover Cath- 
dlic Falangistas in South America was du- 
plicated in the Philippines days after the 
feclaration of war by the Axis-inspired 
Japs. The N. Y. Times of Dec. 13, 1941, 
after quoting Admiral Hart, reports: “It 
Was announced that all Axis aliens had 
been put under protective custody but it 
Was not decided whether members of the 
Spanish Falange (Fascist) party would be 
tegarded as potential enemies.” 


This explains the uninterrupted activity 
of Axis fifth-columnists in the Philippines 
after the arrest of all Japanese, German 


and Italian aliens. This conclusion is con- 
firmed by Pilar Primo de Rivera, head of 
the women’s auxiliary of the Falange 
party, at the national convention held in 
Granada, Spain, the first week in January. 
She felt that the “branch fof the Falange 
party] in the Philippines had received a 
special decoration for its work on behalf of 
the totalitarians in the Far Hast.” (N. Y. 
Times, Jan. 11, 1942.) 


Catholic-Falange propaganda was _ re- 
vealed in preceding issues of THe CoNVERTED 
CATHOLIC, especially the September 1941 
issue. It was the irony of history and the 
measure of Axis gratitude that the churches 
of the Falangistas who indirectly augured 
a welcome to Fascist invaders were among 
the first victims of the Axis air raids on 
Manila. 


THE VATICAN FACES EAST 


AMERICAN -PROTESTANT missionaries 
have been more than ever harassed and 
persecuted by the Japanese since the open- 
ing of Pacific hostilities but Catholic mis- 
sionaries are assured that they have noth- 
ing to fear. Jesuit missionaries who have 
exclusive control of American-Catholic mis- 
sion enterprises in the Philippines are to 
go on with their work during the Japanese 
occupancy. An official statement by the 
New York provincial of Jesuits revealed 
that the 250 Jesuits in the Philippines are 
all safe and “would undoubtedly remain in 
the Philippines, no matter what happens”. 


A similar statement in behalf of Amer- 
ican-Catholic missionaries in other parts of 
the Orient was made by Bishop J. E. Walsh, 
superior general of the Maryknoll Fathers. 
He gave assurance that in spite of the dec- 
laration of war the missionaries in the 
Orient “are in no serious danger”. All in all, 
there are 1,273 Catholic missionaries in the 
Pacific war area. 


A complete political understanding was 
reached last Spring between the Vatican 
and the Japanese through the secret confer- 
ence of the Japanese Foreign Minister with 
Pius XII. The conference was declared an 
eminent success, although, as Herbert Mat- 
thews reported in the N. Y. Times, “it prob- 
ably had little to do with religious affairs”. 


Even long previous to the above entente 
the Vatican had sent instructions to all 
Catholic missionaries in China definitely 
favoring the Japanese stand in the bloody 
Sino-Japanese controversy. 
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As mentioned in the last issue of THE 
ConverTED CATHOLIC, Roman Catholic mis- 
sionaries in the Orient boast that they are 
the only foreign missionaries officially rec- 
ognized and favored by the Japanese Gov- 


ernment. 
~ os o 


A PROTESTANT KELLY 


THE HONOR of being America’s first hero 
of the second World War was justly accord- 
ed Captain Colin P. Kelly, the 27-year-old 
Army pilot who met his death after sink- 
ing the Japanese battleship Haruna on 
December 8. He was a native of Madison, 
Florida, where our editor-in-chief, Leo H. 
Lehmann, served as pastor of the Catholic 
church before his conversion. 


Captain Kelly came of a Presbyterian 
family, converted from Roman Catholicism 
like many others of Irish-Catholic ancestry 
throughout the United States. It is easy to 
imagine the credit that would have been 
taken by the Catholic church had Captain 
Kelly’s family remained Catholic. His brav- 
ery would have been exclusively attributed 
to his Catholic training and beliefs. 


* * * 


THE CHURCH IN POLITICS 


THE SPIRITUAL ARM of international 
fascism, the Vatican hierarchy, has dealt a 
cautious but steady hand in favor of the 
Axis from the Orient to Latin America. 
With the exception of Monsignor Tiso, Hit- 
ler’s Slovakian viceroy, no prelates have 
played a better hand for the Fuehrer than 
the bishops of France. The Most Rev. Rog- 
er Beaussart, auxiliary bishop of Paris, is 
one of the eight new members of Petain’s 
National Council. 


But not only in France are the French 
bishops openly in favor of collaboration 
with the Axis but likewise throughout the 
vast empire of Colonial France. Here in 
North America, the Most Rev. A. Poisson, 
bishop of St. Pierre, Miquelon and Ile aux 
Marins, territories of France, stood by in 
approving silence while Vichy officials 
erected a powerful radio station to service 
the Nazi Intelligence Bureau. He refused to 
celebrate a mass for the French hostages 
killed by the Nazis. He continued to frus- 
trate the will of 98% of his flock who 
favored the cause of the “Free French”. 


Only when Admiral Muselier of the Free 
French fleet seized the islands did he open 
his mouth. It was to denounce the demo- 
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cratic rule-of-themajority procedure 

method as in principle” and to accl 
loyalty to the Vichy regime. He posted 
his church a message from which the f 


lowing is quoted: “I can’t in conscience ree 


ognize you [Admiral Muselier] as the 
government of St. Pierre, nor does the 
tary seizure of the country or your p 
scite, false in method, as in principle, 
you the right to it.” ; 


Admiral Muselier, a Catholic, was m 
embarrassed by the pro-Nazi political ip 
tervention of the bishop and even more g 
by his false accusations. The admiral 
clared before a Town Hall meeting of 
zens: “I will never interfere with our 
ligion.” He added that neither must 
church interfere in politics. He f 
denied the bishop’s accusation that he 
tried to force him to be neutral. (Cf. N, 
Times, Dec, 27, 1941.) 


Anti-democratic policies of the Fr 
clergy have been secretly seconded by 
French-Canadian brothers-of-the-cloth. 
Canadian Institute of Public Opinion 
found that “throughout Canada today 
proximately six voters in every ten, on 
average, favor a compulsory draft for over 
seas service. In the Province of Quebeg 
however, sentiment is opposed.” (N. ¥. 
Times, Dec. 27, 1941.) / 


* * * 
n 


LIQUIDATION OF ORTHODOX : 
CATHOLICS 


THE QUISLING OF CROATIA, Dr. Pat 
elitch, after betraying his people into 
hands of the Nazi invaders, was recei 
in audience last August by Pius XII, the 
day after he received the new Romal 
Catholic King of Croatia, the Duke ot 
Spoleto. Recent revelations of the Yuge 
slav Government-in-Exile disclose, in | 
document prepared by the Archbishop 4 
the Serbian Orthodox church, the most 
recent crimes of these Nazi henchmel 
“According to the Archbishop, the whole 
sale killings [of 180,000 Orthodox Serbs] 
were carried out on orders of ‘Quis 
Pavelitch and members of the Us 

. . . Priests’ beards were pulled out 
their throats cut. In one case a priest 
forced to dig the grave for his own sol 
The son was tortured before his father’s 
eyes.” (N. Y. Times, Jan. 3. 1942.) a 


A copy of the Orthodox archbishe 


report was sent to the Archbishop of Cai 


terbury. For obvious reasons, none 
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gent to the pope. Pius XII, though aware 
through his own diplomatic service of 


‘Sthese barbarous massacres of Orthodox 
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Catholics and their clergy, has refused to 
raise his voice in protest. 


A detailed account of Roman Catholic 
tivalry toward the Orthodox church and 
grategic plans for furthering its ambi- 
tions through Nazi-fascist cooperation are 
contained in the May 1941 issue of Tus 
GonVERTED CATHOLIC. 


ABOUT-FACE 


CHAMELEON changes of color are a poor 
gecond to the reversal of opinions in isola- 
tionists and appeasement journals. Scrib- 
ner’s Commentator, leader in the non- 
Catholic field of Axis-sympathizers, com- 
pletely reversed its policy and principles 
in the January issue, the first to follow 
the declaration of war. In doing so it fol- 
lowed the two-week lead of the Jesuit 
America and the Catholic press that fol- 
lows in its footsteps. One and all, they 
are now engaged, like the Hearst papers, 
fa a frenzy of drum-beating and flag- 
waving. 


Only Coughlin’s Social Justice is doing 
sentry duty on the fascist front. The Sage 
of Royal Oak is keeping alive the embers 
of fascist dreams. His present defeat only 
whets his ambition for dictatorial revenge. 
The Jesuits look the other way while he 
keeps alive the skeleton organization that 
will be ready for quick expansion in the 
days of dislocation and confusion that are 
expected after the war. 


PRELATES PLEAD FOR MURDERER 


RACKETEERING is rampant in long- 
shoremen’s unions. Catholic Irishmen and 
Italians are leaders in the New York end of 
the racket. Four of them, Donovan, Dunn, 
Thompson and Hughes, were found guilty 
in Special Session Court on January 3, 
1941. 


Salvatore Sabbatino, wealthy Catholic 
dealer in stevedore services, murdered an 
Official of the Longshoremen’s A. F. of L. 
Union last October. He pleaded guilty to 
first-degree manslaughter. During the trial 
in mid-December, his son testified that his 
father “often drank, sometimes becoming 
very drunk”. Sabbatino’s Catholic lawyer, 
dames D. Murray, asked for a suspended 
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sentence on the grounds that his client was 
in a “mental twilight zone” at the time of 
the shooting. 


Catholie prelates and priests testified in 
an effort to secure Sabbatino’s release. Mon- 
signor Francis P. Connelly testified that 
Sabbatino was “a very good man and deep- 
ly religious”. Monsignor Alfonso Arcese, 
Father James Kelly and Father William 
Gately gave similar testimony. (N. Y. 
Times, Dec. 12, 1941). 


The court sentenced Sabbatino to Sing 
Sing for a term of five to ten years. 

It is pertinent to reflect that the plea of 
the Catholic defense counsel and his priest- 
ly witnesses in extenuation of this murder 
are identical with the tactics of Clarence 
Darrow which the Jesuit press so roundly 
condemned in the name of ethics, a decade 
and more ago. 

” 7 * 


THE MISSING CARDINAL 


ST. MARY’S SEMINARY in Baltimore, Md., 
celebrated recently its sesquicentenary. 
Present at the occasion were one hundred 
and eleven archbishops and bishops, a 
cardinal and the Apostolic Delegate. This 
was the largest gathering of Catholic prel- 
ates ever assembled in this country. It 
would seem that they had more important 
business to transact than the official occa- 
sion connoted. 


Cardinal O’Connell of haughty mien did 
not grace the occasion. The reason: St. 
Mary’s Seminary belongs to the Sulpician 
Fathers. While still on the first rung of the 
ecclesiastical ladder, William O’Connell was 
expelled from the seminary by the Sul- 
picians. After “Big Bill” (as he is known 
among the clergy) climbed to the top of the 
ladder he expelled the Sulpicians from tle 
Brighton Seminary of his Boston arch- 
diocese. Reason: “Big Bill” doesn’t like 
Sulpicians. 


* * * 


SUNDAY BINGO 


A BROOKLYN, N. Y. reader, commenting 
on our “St. Bingo” article (in our Decem- 
ber issue) tells us that the weekly Bingo 
party at the Church of the Holy Name in 
Brooklyn, which is held every Wednesday 
evening, was omitted on New Year’s Eve so 
that the people could hold their revelries 
elsewhere; instead, it was held at the 
church the following Sunday evening. 





54 THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC . 


FASCIST AFTERMATH 
IN SPAIN 


N THE SPRING of 1939, some 450,- 
000 Spaniards, who had remained 
loyal to the regularly elected Republic- 
an government, were driven across the 
Pyrenees Mountains into France by 
Franco’s rebel soldiers. Since then, the 
fall of France and the increasing dom- 
ination of Spain by Hitler have made 
the situation of these refugees almost 
untenable. 


Thousands died in France attempting 
to stem the German advance. Several 
hundred fell in and around Narvik, 
Norway, when the Allied expedition was 
slaughtered by the Germans. An un- 
estimated number joined the French 
Foreign Legion and are still serving in 
Africa. Their master has changed, how- 
ever, and it is now Hitler who com- 
mands their services. Meager reports 
from Vichy-held North Africa tell of 
the almost slave-like conditions under 
which these freedom-loving Spaniards 
live. 


Some 100,000 still live in Unoeeupied 
France. There they have been herded 
into concentration camps, where they 
exist in misery and terror, threatened 
both by starvation and the German 
secret police, who now command 
throughout the Vichy-controlled terri- 
tory. 


By far the largest number of the orig- 
inal half million refugees returned to 
their native land after being assured of 
amity by Franco. The promise of free- 
dom from persecution applied only to 
those whose hands were not ‘‘smeared 
with blood’’, a loose term that has al- 
lowed Franco and his agents to do about 
as they pleased. Naturally, all returned 
leaders have ended up before a firing 
squad or in a concentration camp. 


Remaining in France, even under the 
present intolerable conditions, has been 
no guarantee of safety to those who 
actively participated in the Civil War, 
Aided by the complete cooperation of 
the German secret police, who in turn 
control the police of Vichy, Franco hag 
reached out and grabbed those leaders 
who had escaped and were protected by 
the French during the days of the Re 
public. Luis Companys, former Presi- 
dent of Catalonia, was arrested in Un 
oceupied France, taken to Spain and 
executed. Many others met the same 
fate. 


Companys and others taken during 
and after the Civil War were Masons, 
That in itself was considered reason 
enough for their imprisonment or exect- 
tion. Only those Masons who escaped to 
North or South America were able to 
evade Franco’s vengeance. 


--O-—- 


SONS OF THE MINISTRY 


PROMINENT OFFSPRING of Protestant 
clergymen would constitute a royal roll 
of honor in the history of America. Two 
recent deaths bring this thought to mind. 
One was the death of Otis Skinner, world 
famous dramatist and theatrical critic, 
father of Cornelia Otis Skinner. Mr. Skin- 
ner was the son of a distinguished Protes 
tant minister. The other instance was the 
death of the Reverend Dr. Henry Winters 
Luce foreign missioner and outstanding 
educational leader in China for over thirty 
years. He is the father of Henry R. Li 

publisher of the magazines Time, Life and 
Fortune. 3 
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FROM AN EX-PRIEST 
“Thank you for THe ConverTep CATHOLIC 
I am a converted Catholic priest and I find 
your magazine very helpful. It is militant 
yet charitable to the individual in the fight 
against the power of the papacy that keeps 
so many in bondage.” * 
—B. K. N., Buffalo, N. ¥. 7 


pra 
dle 
Ev’ 
189 
cia 
the 
floc 
Pa 
eal 
ete 
ust 
tio 


SBsE6e8 


Peecrceenmes 





THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC ~ 








Q. In a recent issue of ‘‘The Converted 
Catholic” you called attention to an In- 
dependent Catholic church in the Philip- 
pines. What is this church called?— 
J.L.B., Baltimore, Md. 


A. They are called Aglipayans and num- 
ber over a million and a half. They broke 
away from the Roman Catholic church after 
the Philippines were taken over from 
Spain by the United States in 1898 and 
have remained independent of Rome ever 
since. 


QUESTION BOX 


Q. WHAT IS THE BLACK MASS?— 
P. B., Denver, Colo. 


The term “Black Mass” is used among 
Catholics for a mass of requiem, or “dead” 
mass, because the priest wears all black 
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testments. It is also the name for a mass 
offered to conjure up the devil in what is 
known as the cult of Satanism. 


A. Belief in the power of a priest to 
change a piece of bread into the body and 
tlood of Jesus Christ led (as can well be 
imagined) to the opposite belief and prac- 
tice of trying to bring the devil and his 
power likewise into a wafer of bread. It 
is admitted by the most reliable Catholic 
quthorities that the cult of Satanism was 
practiced to a great extent during the Mid- 
ile Ages, and even up till the last century. 
Evidences of it were discovered in May 
189 in the Palazzo Borghese on the Pin- 
can Hill in Rome. During alterations to 
the building a suite of rooms on the first 
floor was found to be laid out as a Templum 
Palladicum for the worship of Satan; the 
candles, mass vessels, ritual book, missal, 
etc., used in this cult were all there. The 
usual method employed was the celebra- 
tion of mass by a profligate priest who used 
a black wafer of bread, black vestments and 
candles and recited blasphemous incanta- 
tions and obscenities to conjure up the devil 
and have him incarnate himself in the 
wafer which was then eaten by those pres- 
ent. 


As the accusation of witchcraft was used, 
even in early American times, as a reason 
for killing people, so also with the Black 
Mass and the cult of Satanism. The Jesuits 
are believed to have instigated the assas- 
sination of King Henry III and of Cardinal 
Lorraine in 1588 by accusing them of prac- 
ticing this cult of Satanism after the king 
had been condemned as a heretic, deposed 
and excommunicated. 


Historians point out that the severity of 
the laws passed by Queen Elizabeth of Eng- 
land against the Catholic mass and church 
titual was due to the prevalence of devil 
Worship and the need to wipe out the prac- 
tice of the Black Mass. Mass was prohibited 
altogether in England in 1559. 


THE EDITOR’S 
MAILBAG 


SPREADING OUR MESSAGE 


EVANGELICAL magazines in Spanish, 
Italian and Portuguese carry many items 
and articles in translation from THe Con- 
VERTED CaTHoLic for the instruction of 
their readers. We are pleased at this widen- 
ing of the scope of our ministry. 


Rev. Henry H. Smith, editor of Notic- 
iero Luterano, Evangelical Lutheran month- 
ly magazine published in Spanish, tells us 
of the following interesting incident: 


“In the December issue of our Notic- 
iero Luterano we published a brief sum- 
mary of Rev. J. Bahuth’s article which 
appeared in the November issue of THE 
CoNnvVERTED CATHOLIC, page 235. Last Sun- 
day and Monday the undersigned was in 
Monterrey, N. L. Mexico, visiting with 
Rev. Felix Segovia, native Mexican min- 
ister of our church. Brother Segovia told 
me that he had shown our article “De 
Tinieblas A La Luz” to a Roman priest 
in Monterrey. But the priest refused to 
believe that Rev. Bahuth had been con- 
verted as he had written in his article in 
Tue ConverTep CaTHoLic. He termed our 
article ‘propaganda’. In order to prove to 
this priest and others that not only we, 
but also THe Convertep CATHOLIC, have 
published the truth about Rev. Bahuth, 
please send us his address so that we can 
have him write to his priest and con- 
vince him of the truth. 

“Our Evangelical Lutheran church of 
the Missouri Synod has the joy of work- 
ing among Spanish-speaking people. A 
glance at the Directorio will show where 
we are working. By God’s grace we also 
carry on extensive radio work in Span- 
ish. In Texas alone we now preach in 
Spanish over radio stations in Browns- 





ville, Austin, Corpus Christi, and up till 
a short while ago also in San Antonio 
and Laredo.” 


* * * 


“AURORA EVANGELICA”, a monthly 
magazine that brings the Gospel message 
to Portuguese Roman Catholics, also carries 
articles in translation from THe CoNVERTED 
CarTHo tic. Its editor writes as follows about 
its work and gives his own personal testi- 
mony of conversion: 


“Under separate cover we are sending 
you copies of the Aurora Evangélica 
which endeavors to accomplish among 
the Portuguese Roman Catholics what 
THE CoNvVERTED CaTHOLIC is seeking to 
do among the English-speaking Roman 
Catholics. 


As editor of the Aurora Evangélica 
perhaps I should include a statement 
of introduction. During my collegiate 
days in Portugal I studied for the Rom- 
an Catholic priesthood but became dis- 
gusted with the attitudes and actions of 
my colleagues and professors. I then 
studied law and later taught in an insti- 
tution of higher learning. Upon estab- 
lishing myself in the United States I be- 
came the editor of a secular Portuguese 
newspaper. My wife and I were nom- 
inal Roman Catholics at that time. A 
friend of mine told me of the Portuguese 
Protestant service which was being con- 
ducted regularly in the Port. Presbyter- 
ian Church of Newark, of which Dr. 
Samuel S. Rizzo is the Pastor. My wife 
and I attended the service out of curi- 
osity and continued to attend regularly 
from that time on. Months later we 
were converted and became members of 
the same church. While serving as an 
elder I received the call to enter the 
Ministry of the Gospel and enrolled at 
Princeton Theological Seminary. Since 
my graduation my wife and I have been 
laboring to bring the light of the Gospel 
to the large Roman Catholic Portuguese 
groups located in New England. The task 
is tremendous but the fields are white 
unto the harvest. Already many have 
come under the power of the Holy Spirit 
and have accepted Christ as their Sav- 
iour. We feel that we can reach a larger 
number of indifferent Roman Catholics 
through the ministry of the printed 
page.” 


* * * 


“REVISTA EVANGELICA”, published in 
Texas by the Baptists for the conversion of 
Mexican Roman Catholics, is another me- 
dium for the spread of the Gospel message 
in Mexico. We are also pleased to note that 
the Cuban magazine Ultra, which corre- 
sponds to our Readers Digest, has selected 
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articles from THe CoNnverTep CaTHOLIO 
reprint in translation. 


GUATEMALA 


FROM the Dean of the Central Ame 
Bible Institute, Guatemala, C. A.: : 
“As we work among people brought 1 
in the Roman Catholic faith, I am si 
Tue ConvERTED CATHOLIC will be a g 
blessing to us in our effort to get @ 
Gospel to them. I will have the oth 
missionaries read each number, and th 
make the influence of the magazine 
as far as possible.” 
- * o 


FROM THE PHILIPPINES 


MAILED from Iloilo City, P. I. on Nove 
ber 8, the following from a Philippine 
torney of that city was received by 
few days after the Japanese had capt 
Iloilo: 


“Your magazine is like rain in the dese 
in this part of the country. If you are 
in a position to estabish a branch | 
your. mission in the Philippines, 
should send more sample copies of 
magazine to prominent people in e 
town and city in order that your maj 
zine, books and pamphlets may be wi 
ly read and that the truth shall make 


people free.” 
= = * 


NICARAGUA 


ANOTHER letter from the Central A 
ican Mission, Managua, Nicaragua, C. 
says: 


“We are very pleased to receive your mi 
zine and like the material in it. Work 
as we do, in a Catholic country, we ex 
to receive real benefit from your put 


tion.” 
* * * 


MANY wrote to tell us of their am 

at our quotations (in last month’s 
pages 11, 12) from the Jesuit mag 
America, which so viciously condemn 
American way of life. It is well to reny 
ber also that this Jesuit weekly m 
advertises itself as “the most influen 
Catholic magazine in the United States” 


OUR article on “St. Bingo”, in Tug @ 
VERTED CaTHOLIC for December, 1941, 
praised very highly and extra copies 
print were requested by clergymen 
others. 3 








